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‘Artists and Writers, 


“By FR FRANS 5G CLE 
Heratd Latin America 5! 
“An award-winntn ng poct 


aponrontly has become the, 


Tatest victim of a Castro gov- 
ernraent eampaion.to quasn 
anti-revolutionary sentiment 
amonz.Cuhan intellectuals 

Heberto Padilla, 39, winner 
of the 1868 national. poctry 
prize by the Union af oven 
WAS Ore 
rested along with hie wife, 
Belkis, at their Havana 
apartment last month. ‘Th 
apartnient, in tho Vedado 
‘district of the city, was seal- 
ed off, - 

Although" Padilla’ $ wile 
was subsequently 7 reieased, 
- Padilla is believed to be still 
in jail, : : : 

" Paciiia’s arrest Was not 


Immodiately reported. yy the 


Cuban’ press and the charges .- 


thim have not been 
sod a 8 MG 


“HAWES VEN, in a news dis- 
patch from Hayana, the 
\ reneh 


age 
said the “severity of the 

sure (arrest) Sane. “the 
existence 7 serious charges 


” 


against the past, 


a PFrenen journ: 
preparing to nave Cut 


03 are 
wy thera for mone than 


ic Yeors, 


The jouraalist, Pierre Go- 


Tendort, was picked up by se- 
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; news apeHCy YP 


i? 


uns pacified charges ois 


19. 


Golendorf reportedly Is 
being held incommmunicado. 
Efforts by the French Embas- 
sy in Havana to contact or 
even locate him. have been 
unsuccessful, AFP said,’ 


THERE JS speculation also 
that Padillu’s arrest -may 
have been connected with 
eat of a Cuben acronomist 


vio cently “confessed 
that fe Was 22 agcni for the 


U.S. Central “Thtelliagdca 
~ Agency (CIA). 

The agronomist, Raul 
Alonso Enrique Olive 


claimed in a Cuban television 
appearance that he was a 
ea agent aS hen Tic “Provided 


leftist “Peano “agronoraist- 
economist Rene Duinont, Du- 
mont later wrote a book crit. 
ical of Castro’s economic pole 
icies. 


Padilla’s wife failed to 
shed any light on her hos- 
band’s predicament after her 
release froin ja Soe 


7 


“T do not know wnat he is 
cing accused of,” oh told 
the  government-contralled 
Prensa Latina news agency. 
a was told only that I can 

@ Heberto on Thursday (a 
week ago),” , : 


& 


MARRIED fot only (a 
month, Mrs. Padilla, also a 
poet, said she had been al- 
lowed ta take thme off from « 
her job. at the 
Cuban Artists and Writers 
“to recover emotionally from 
this unexpected occurrence.” 


Padilla’s arrest, interpreted 


by observers as a further 


“Stalinization” of the Cesiro 


1u6be id 


-curily police in Havana: on 


nf full of “Ske 


Union of + 


revolution, was not entircly| 
surprising. : 

The poet, who lived in 
United States until 195 : ra 
been criticized cn saveral oc- 
casions for faillng to toe the 
rezime’s literary: line. 


LY GD LAL WL 


“Outside the Game,” the rs 


book for which Padilla won 

His. national prize in 1998,, 
triacerad a behind-the-scenes. 
dispute between the jery, 

which felt Ps ila deserved 
the award, and | terary offi- 
cinls who kended his hook 


oy 1D 


Peas) “tania revolutionsr ily. 


of ‘CINE BOCK was fitally 


ed, but with a lengihy 


publi 
prologue which said it was 
ambicui- 


plicism, @ 
phy and 


tizs, ciitical philoso 


anti -his toricism.” ‘ 
The Cuban arsed forees 


magazi ne b Neaee Otivo 
chars sed that Padilfe was aide 
ing ‘the CL. i tivengh his 


“frankly couriers 
ary” writings. 
Verde’ Olivo seid Padilla 
iad a artied “Yate in the ee 
rs join the CHA. ha 
already edvaz oF ore cn 
he and alrea live Pa the 
benefits.” ; 


evolution. 


ARQTHER | | prominent 
Cubaa writer, peet-pluy 

seright Anton- Avrefet, now 
36, came under fire feom 
Verde Olivo a week later. 
The magazine cla aime d that 
the- dramatis st Was “at war. 
age inst the euglutne The 
criticism. was — specifics Ty 
aimed et Arrufat'’s award. 
“winning play ‘ ‘Seven Against 

Thebes,” which was based 
oa Gre ak tragedy. . 
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